
From the Bedfordshire Times and Independent of Friday, 9 July 1915 

Inspection of the Welsh Division 

On Thursday morning that distinguished soldier, General Sir Leslie Rundle, paid a visit to 

Bedford to inspect officially the Welsh Division. He was accompanied by Staff-General 

Ellison, Brigadier-General Sir Henry Johnson, Brigadier-General Gartside Spaight, and 

Assistant Military Secretary Colonel Blair. Towards 11o’clock crowds assembled near the 

saluting base in De Parys Avenue. This was a most happily chosen spot outside the vacant 

plot of land opposite Uruguay House, roped in and guarded by military police. At distances 

of about 60 paces on both sides of the road, stood military police charged with the special 

duty of keeping the road clear of all traffic during the passing of the troops. Traffic at the 

Park Gates was regulated by Major Walter GSO, at the Bunyan Statue by Major Derry DSG, 

and Captain Nisbet DA, QMG, and at the bridge by Major Patten APM, and Captain Wright, 

Camp Commandant. 

The infantry assembled in Bedford Park, the Engineers waited from 10.30 underneath the 

trees on the north side of Park Avenue, while the Artillery detoured round the Embankment 

and Kimbolton Road. Shortly after 11 General Lindley, Commanding the Welsh Division, and 

his staff officers, including Colonel Penno AA and QMG, and Lieutenant-Colonel Cape GSO, 

took up their positions opposite the Park Gates at the head of the column, and superbly 

mounted – the splendid horses were a feature of the whole Division – led the way down De 

Parys Avenue to the saluting post. Meanwhile General Rundle with his staff had motored up 

to the saluting base, the flag was unfurled, and from the red-baized platform he took 

General Lindley’s salute, General Lindley then joining the group of staff officers on the 

platform. 

The Cable Section, RE, followed the Divisional Staff, and behind them came the South Irish 

Horse, whose beautiful steeds came along very steadily. Then came the Howitzer Batteries, 

with their ammunition column, and the Field Gun Batteries, this procession being concluded 

with the RAGA battery, each of the three big guns being drawn by eight powerful horses. In 

all the artillery took 45 minutes to pass. It looked most sinisterly workmanlike, and the well-

groomed and cared-for horses were very favourably commented on. The Engineers, all spick 

and span, came next, and at noon, just an hour after the commencement, the infantry, 

headed by the Welsh and Cheshire Brigade Bands, massed, arrived on the scene. The Bands 

smartly left-turned on reaching the saluting base, and finally took up their position fronting 

the enclosure and under the trees on the opposite side of the road. When the Welsh 

regiments marched past, the 4th Welsh Band played the Welsh Regimental March Past, 

while the Cheshires and other regiments marched past to their own fifes and the massed 

drums, and their own March Past. The men marched splendidly in double fours, and from 

either end of the Avenue, but especially from the Statue, the effect was magnificent. The 

eight straight lines of bayonets glinting in the sun, the perfect rhythm of the marching, the 

neat and gallant bearing of the thousands of men the full length of the Avenue, made it a 

sight to be remembered. For 20 minutes these were passing the Inspecting General, and 



then that useful if less spectacular corps, the ASC, and the Ambulance Corps, concluded the 

lengthy column, which had taken an hour and forty minutes to pass. 

On reaching the Statue the artillery kept straight on through High-street, where there was a 

considerable crowd, while the infantry branched off according to the location of their 

respective headquarters. The arrangements here, as elsewhere, were admirably made and 

carried through, and the whole inspection was a splendid example of military organisation. 

“They marched well,” said one admirer to a staff officer. “Yes,” he replied, “they did march 

splendidly, and they will fight as well as they march, I can tell you.” And that was the 

impression left on most minds. 

Only the two infantry brigades stationed in Bedford took part, and General Rundle 

immediately motored off to Rushden to inspect the remaining Brigade of the Division.  


